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INA. You may not post it on a website, make copies other 
than for your own use, or otherwise distribute it. Also, 
note that all the files will be uploaded to the INA-support-
ed Nannotax website during this year, and we recommend 
that this should be your primary taxonomic reference. 

Jeremy R. Young, Jacqueline A. Lees, Paul R. Bown
University College London

Biography of Prof. Anna Farinacci
Anna Farinacci was one of the pioneers of nannofossil 
study in Italy, as well as making a unique contribution 
to the documentation of the science through compilation 
of the famous Farinacci Catalogue. She graduated in 
Natural Sciences from Rome, with a dissertation on the 
sedimentary successions of the Central Apennines, pub-
lished in 1959, then going on to work on the Mesozoic 
geology of Turkey and Albania. Through the early 1960s, 
she was associated with the Geological Survey of Italy, 
carrying out integrated fieldwork and micropalaeonto-
logical analyses, leading to the establishment of a Micro-
palaeontology Laboratory in Rome. In addition to studies 
on foraminifera and calcareous algae, she began to take 
an interest in the calcareous nannofacies of Jurassic sedi-
ments, and in 1964 published a paper on SEM analyses of 
nannoconids and coccolithophores of the Umbria-Marche 
Maiolica and Scaglia Formations.

Publication of the Catalogue of Calcareous Nanno-
fossils started in 1969, inspired by the Ellis & Messina 
catalogues of microfossils. However, whilst the Ellis & 
Messina operation was, at least sporadically, government-
supported and employed up to 82 people (http://www.mi-
cropress.org/history.html), this was largely a solo labour 
of love. With about 250 pages in each volume, publication 
of the 13 catalogues (the last one in 1989, in cooperation 
with Andrea Fiorentino) involved a massive commitment 
of time, especially given the difficulty of obtaining the 
original papers in those pre-digital years.

 In another major contribution, Anna organised the 2nd 
Planktonic Conference in Rome in 1970, and published 
the related proceedings. The second volume of these pro-
ceedings was mainly devoted to calcareous nannofossils 
and included the results of the “Round table on calcareous 
nannoplankton”, a prelude to the setting up of the INA. 
There were 20 participants at this seminal workshop, 
which approved several propositions related to the identi-
fication of species and biostratigraphic analysis. Further-
more, the working group produced a document describ-
ing coccolith terminology and a list of nannoplankton 
workers in the world, subdivided by country and different 
stratigraphic fields.

From the early 1980s, Anna was responsible for the or-
ganisation of the CNR (National Research Council) work-
ing group “Stratigraphic Palaeontology and Evolution” 
and at the same time drew up and coordinated the reports 
which first appeared in the Quaderni and subsequently in 
Paleopelagos, a journal which Anna was largely respon-
sible for, for 10 years, up to her retirement in 1997. Anna 
is still in Rome, enjoying her retirement.
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